
Vivian Flint dancing in her elegant outfit she designed and made for 

the Roaring 20õs celebration.  Photograph by Lee Breeding. 

February 2010  

Pictures of the Month  

Mary Kraybill out for an evening solo sail on Cinnabar. Photograph by 

Dave Nadolne. 

NEW INITATION FEES 

VYC  reduced membership initiation fees, so now membership is accessible for everyone!   

Full member initiation fees:   Under 30...$175.00     Ages 30 to 39...$275.00    Over 40...$500.00  

Prospective members attending  Mardi Gras on February 19th receive an additional $50.00 off initiation if they submit an appl ication that night!  
 

 

VYC WEBSITE LAUNCH 

Announcing the new Vallejo Yacht Club Web Site (www.vyc.org).  View updated content, photo galleries, and sign up for events on-line.  

Member directory and profiles coming soon.  

 

Submit your pictures to BinnacleEditor@vyc.org.  

FEBRUARY ANNOUNCEMENTS 



I grew up in the Northeast where 

snow signaled the arrival of win-

ter. Out here my first clue of 

winter is all the rain!  If you 

havenõt been down to your boat 

lately you should check for water 

intrusion.  Many vessels take on 

water this time of year through 

leaks or moisture build up.  

 

Without ventilation, moisture can generate mold & mildew on ceilings, 

bulkheads, under cushions and inside storage lockers. Take the time to 

wipe everything down, open lockers, and turn up cushions to ensure 

proper ventilation. Come spring, youõll be glad you did. Read the Safety 

Report for other tips on dealing with the rain.  

 

Donõt be fooled; spring is just around the corner.  Mark your calendars 

now. We are painting the clubhouse March 27-28 and April 3 -4. It is 

your clubhouse too and we need everyoneõs help. We are making it a 

party, so donõt miss out! 

 

Maintaining and improving our club is an important priority. Everyone 

knows that the loan for the new seawall is a large expense for the club.  

The Treasurer, VYC officers and the Board of Directors are trying to 

keep expenses low to prevent an increase in fees or dues. The VYC 

budget is always available for review in the club office and we welcome 

your suggestions.  Please email your ideas to me or any other officer.  

 

Here are a few ways to help right now:  

¶ Pay your VYC invoice in full each month.  When you carry a bal-

ance, you limit our operating funds. Delinquent accounts are sub-

ject to bylaws article XII.  This will be enforced.  

¶ Attend the social events offered by the club.  

¶ Visit with us for Friday Night Happy Hour.  

¶ Turn off the heat, fireplace and lights when you leave.  

¶ Get friends, family and crew who frequent the club more than 

once a month to j oin VYC.  Every member counts. The lower initia-

tion fee makes joining even easier. Contact the membership com-

mittee at membership@vyc.org.  

 

Have you heard the scuttlebutt? Come to the VYC general membership 

meeting on February 25 @ 7:30PM  to get the scoop.  

 

Christopher Mendonca  

Commodore 

CMendonca@vyc.org 

Commodoreõs Report 
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Plans for the YRA are coming 

along quite nicely. We have 

booked òMumbo Gumboó for 

live music.  

 

Gabriel Insurance has signed 

on as a new sponsor, joining 

Michelob and FRG Waste Re-

sources Inc. West Marine & 

Mount Gay Rum are also con-

sidering sponsorship. 

 

We still need people to sign up for YRA committees, especially set -up 

and take-down. Do not assume you will be at the same post as last 

year unless you have signed up. We also need a chairperson for raffle 

tickets.  We will post more information in the following months.  

 

I look forward to seeing everyone at the crab feed to support the 

club and the Learn To Sail program. Thank you to all who helped and 

supported the Roaring 20's Membership Party. It was a huge success, 

and I hope we can continue the support throughout the year to gen-

e r a t e  r e v e n u e  f o r  t h e  c l u b .  

 

Brian Liddle  

Vice Commodore 

Voice of the Vice  

Hello fellow club members!  

 

We are preparing for the annual 

Crab Feed, but by the time you 

read this it will be a thing of the 

past. Itõs all adding up to an-

other great VYC event. Thanks in 

advance to all the volunteers.  

 

We have some great items for the Learn to Sail auction and hope to 

have equally excited bidders. Jack Higgins has stepped up to the 

plate again to help procure items for the auction. Bruce Martens 

donated a completely restored dinghy. I hope the winning bidder of  

Fern appreciates Bruceõs hard work. He is quite the craftsman. 

  

I canõt emphasize enough that our club survives on volunteers. There 

are many upcoming events that need member support. Please make 

time to help out on a project or event this year. You will enjoy it!  

  

Hereõs to seeing you at the Club, 

  

Jim Glenn  

Rear Commodore 

Rear Report  
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Important Notice to all  Boat Owners :   A reminder to  all boat owners that January started a new biannual cycle of D.M.V. regis-

trations.   We still have vessels in the harbor with õ09, õ07 and prior tags.  Pursuant to Harbor Regulations, please affix updat ed registration 

tags and provide a copy of either registration or current USCG documentation along with proof of insurance to the office by 2/25/10.  

mailto:CMendonca@vyc.org


A rising star? Maybe. I am sure by now most of you have heard me stumble through the pronunciation of Frank Gonzalez -Menaõs new Olson 25, Cit-

lali. Now that Iõve seen it in print for a while, it doesnõt seem that difficult to pronounce. Maybe I should stare at things a bit longer. I bring this 

up because I started wondering what the word  means. After a few clicks on my com-

puter, I discovered it is an Aztec word meaning òstar.ó An appropriate name indeed.  

 

The star of the Division B midwinter series is none other than Citlali . Frankõs new 

boat is leading the non -spinnaker division of our 2009-10 midwinter series with one 

and a half points (after one throw -out). John Karuzasõ Lita -K is in second place with 

four points, followed by Halcyon, Seascape, Outraygeous and Bay Loon. Three boats 

are tied for first place in Division A with two and three -quarters points; Jeff 

Ruszlerõs Degage, Tom Ochsõ Somewhere in Time, and Pat Pattersonõs Summer & 

Smoke. Tutto Bene and Windsome Wench follow closely behind. Stay tuned, the 

competition is fierce and things are sure to get interesting. Speaking of competi-

tion, wasnõt that Dennis 

Ronk skippering Tutto Bene  

in the January midwinter?  

 

During the last season and throughout the beginning of this season, Joe Balocca (shot 

gun), Glenn McKeig (timing), John King (flags) and Ray McEneaney (over early) were al-

ways there to lend a hand to the race committee. Thanks for your help and commitment!  

 

Our 2010 entry forms are on the website now and there a few copies on the bulletin 

board.  As a reminder, the skippers meeting is at 9:30 on February 13 in the Joe Schlosser 

Quarter Deck. 

 

Assuming last yearõs registration, VYC should have 10 boats in Division B (phrf 150 & un-

der) and approximately 12 boats in Division C (151 and up). To get an accurate count, we 

need everyone to register. Try to make the meeting. We will discuss several topics that 

might be of interest to you, including NBC course sheets, headsail dimensions, running of 

engines prior to the start, the new Division C, and protest flags. We hope to see you 

there.  

Around the Marks Submitted by Gordon Smith, Sail Fleet Captain  
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2009-2010  

Elected & Appointed Officers  
Commodore   Christopher Mendonca 

Vice Commodore   Brian Liddle 

Rear Commodore   Jim Glenn 

Staff Commodore   Eric Jacobsen 

Treasurer   Ruben Gabriel 

Secretary   Christopher Roop 

Port Captain   Bruce Martens 

Asst. Port Captain   TBD 

Fleet Captain Sail   Gordon Smith 

Asst. Fleet Captain Sail  Dave Nadolne 

Fleet Captain Power Arden Perkins 

Fleet Captain Cruise  Emanuel Lorenzana 

Parliamentarian   P/C Hal Roemmick 

Bar Manager   Dave Nadolne 

Club Manager   Matthew Ceryes 

  

Board of Directors  

Chairman   Tom Ochs   

Director    Jack Vetter  

Director    Mike Coleman 

Director    Bob Sorum 

Director    P/C John Karuzas 

Director    Dennis Ronk 

  

Committee Chairpersons  

Binnacle    Pam Bond 

   Fran Breeding 

   Robbie Grabiel 

Social    Jan Jacobsen 

Safety   George Ennis 

Learn to Sail   Dale Anderson 

Membership   Robbie Gabriel 

Grounds    Maureen Snoddy 

Long Range Planning  Bernard Wormgoor 

Historian    Liz Lorenzana 

Ship's Store  Jeff Dickey  

Safety    George Ennis 

House    TBD 

Sunshine    TBD 

 

Delegates 

PICYA   Eric Jacobesn,  

   Maggie Sabovich 

YRA    Gordon Smith 

February 2010 

Harbor Report Submitted by Bruce T. Martens, Port Captain  

Frank Gonzalez-Menaõs Olson 25, Citlali . 

Hello from your harbor crew !   

  

Bad weather this last month slowed things down, but we managed to repair a few docks 

and fix some leaks and electrical problems.  

 

Recently, we inspected the pilings supporting 

the clubhouse and bar areas. While the pilings 

are in reasonable condition, the 12" x 12" cross 

beams STILL need some attention.  

 

The repairs we made last year before the Great 

Vallejo Race are still holding, but it was only a 

temporary fix.   We need to replace the light 

duty woods with proper timbers.  

  

When the weather clears for more than just a few hours at a time, we will make sub-

stantial progress. Please check your boat and her related mooring lines from time to 

time.  In the last heavy wind storm, we had two Lasers and an El Toro blow off the Learn 

To Sail floats.   All were retrieved without any damage.  

 

Thank you for your continued support.  

Bruce T. Martens, Port Captain    

VYCõs hard working volunteer Port Cap-

tain, Bruce Martens 


